
to everyone, any time. It’s a place to honour a loved one, 
a family ancestor, or simply someone who was part of 
this region for years and deserves to be remembered.
Plaques come in three formats, to suit however you’d 
like to remember your people. A single plaque for 
one person, a shared plaque for a couple, or a family 
plaque with room for multiple generations, for those 
whose family has called Gladstone home for years, 
even decades. They are $495, fully inclusive, engraved 
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Monthly issues go to 750 local letterboxes & library  •  1 October WBS community grants open

’The happiest people don’t have the best of everything – they make the best of everything.’
Photo credit - Denis Richardson, Dreamstime.

When we wish to remember a loved one who is no 
longer with us, or see where ancestors or tīpuna are 
commemorated, not everyone has a place to go.
In this modern world, many of us don’t have a headstone 
nearby to visit. Perhaps your loved one is buried over-
seas, or their ashes were scattered across a piece of 
land they loved. Perhaps you’ve moved to the Wairarapa 
and left family resting places behind. Wherever you find 
yourself, there’s now a place close to home to pause and 
remember.
The Gladstone Memorial Wall is being created in the 
grounds of the Gladstone Church, a peaceful spot open 
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Use the word provided in bold to build as many words as you 
can. Each letter can only be used as many times as it appears 
in the main word. For example, COMPLICATED can give PLATE, 
ATE, LEAP. For a fun challenge make as many words in te reo 
as you can. This week our wordbuilder is the electorate that 
Carterton is in –

W A I R A R A P A

W O R D B U I L D E R
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WBS GRANTS 
OPEN IN 

OCTOBER
Groups across Wairarapa are being encouraged to apply for 
funding when the next WBS Charitable Trust grant round 
opens on 1 October.
Chair of the WBS Charitable Trust, John Booth, says every 
funding round provides a glimpse into the remarkable work 
being carried out across the region.
‘Every application tells a story of people stepping up 
to support others,’ said John. ‘From community groups 
and sports clubs to environmental projects and support 
services, we’re continually inspired by the dedication of 
people working to make the Wairarapa a better place.’
One recent applicant, RSPCA Masterton, was granted 
funding in the Trust’s April funding round to help desex 
animals coming into its centre. The project aimed to reduce 
unwanted litters, improve animal welfare and support more 
animals into safe, loving homes.
‘This was a great example of how local funding can create 
lasting benefits,’ said John.
‘While the project focuses on animal welfare, the impact 
extends much further by supporting families, reducing 
pressure on community services and helping build a 
stronger, more caring community.’
The WBS Charitable Trust distributes funding twice a year 
to organisations and initiatives across arts and culture, sport 
and recreation, environment and sustainability, education, 
and community support. The Trust is funded through profit 
distributions from WBS, ensuring those funds are reinvested 
back into the Wairarapa community.
Applications for the October funding round are open 
between 1 and 31 October at www.wbs.net.nz/funding  

and installed. You can view the formats and fill out 
the form here https://www.gladstonenz.com/gladstone-
church-memorial/ 
Alongside your plaque, you’ll also have the option to add 
your loved one’s story to the Gladstone New Zealand 
website, a growing tapestry of the district’s history, 
sharing tales, connections, and photos of those who’ve 
walked and worked this farming land over the past 150 
years, and longer if your whānau are connected to this 
tūrangawaewae further back.
The wall will be unveiled at this year’s Carol service 
on Sunday 20th December. If you’d like your plaque 
included in that very first unveiling, forms need to be in 
by 1st October.
For questions, get in touch, Eve Buchanan 021445739. 

    GENERAL 
    ELECTION DAY

    is 7 November 2026
BUT you can only ENROL 
to vote or UPDATE your 

enrolment details BEFORE 
midnight, Sunday 25 October . 

Church news – Gladstone 
memorial wall

2026 General Election

This particularly affects people who are enrolling or 
voting for the first time, such as people who have 
recently turned 18 years old.  
Voting places open from 9.00am to 7.00pm on 
election day. Information about where the voting 
places are located will be released by the Electoral 
Commission in early October.  
More help – Electoral Commission
Online 	 https://vote.nz/2026-general-election
Phone	 0800-367-656
Email	 enquiries@elections.govt.nz 

http://www.wbs.net.nz/funding
https://www.gladstonenz.com/gladstone-church-memorial/
https://www.gladstonenz.com/gladstone-church-memorial/
https://vote.nz/2026-general-election


Just a reminder that Admiral Road residents, Ian 
St George and Kristy McDonald, have produced a 
publication titled A Gladstone Bag. 

The title is a good one for what the book is – described 
by the authors as a ‘ragbag of history, natural history: 
snippets and clippings, fragments and morsels, a 
cabinet of curiosities: a scrapbook’ .  

And it’s all about our Gladstone, one of 26 spread over 
six countries. 

Gladstone Hockey 
News
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An article by Tash Kyd, 
on behalf of Gladstone Hockey 2026

Another hockey season has come to an end, and there’s 
plenty to celebrate from the Gladstone Hockey Club this 
year.  

Our three teams, the Bulls, Gold and the Heifers, took 
to the turf throughout winter, with plenty of hockey, a 
few bruises and stories best kept at Clareville. With 
players ranging from those new to the game through to 
some long-standing faces, the Club continues to be a 
great example of the Gladdy spirit that makes our rural 
community special.

The Bulls had a particularly impressive season, finishing 
with 12 wins from 14 games. They found the back of the 
net 104 times, conceding just 20 goals along the way. 
Devlin Gurr led the scoring charts, and the Bulls finished 
their season with an appearance in the final – not a bad 
effort at all!

Our Gold team had a season of hard-fought hockey, with 
12 games producing two wins, two losses and a whopping 
eight draws. There clearly wasn’t much between Gold 
and their opposition! They scored 12 goals across the 
season, with Monique Brolly finishing as their top goal 
scorer.

And then there were the Heifers, our much-loved 
Women’s 2 team, who brought plenty of personality to 
the Gladdy hockey scene. The Heifers played 15 games, 
recording three draws and scoring nine goals throughout 
the season.

Beyond the numbers, one of the best things about 
Gladstone hockey continues to be the people. A huge 
thank you goes to everyone who pulled on the yellow and 
black in 2026, as well as our team managers, supporters, 
sponsors and volunteers. Community sport doesn’t 
happen without people willing to put their hand up, and 

Photo credit – https://www.
eldreds.net/catalogue
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‘A Gladstone Bag’ 

we’re grateful to everyone who 
contributed to another season.

That’s a wrap on 2026 — the sticks 
can have a little rest, but we’ll be 
back looking forward to another 
season of Gladdy hockey in 2027!

The original Gladstone 
Bag was designed
and named for 
Prime Minister, 
William Ewart 
Gladstone. The bag 
was a stiff, hinged 
portmanteau suitcase 
favoured by travellers, 
doctors and Gladstone, 
himself.  
It had multiple pockets and
compartments to organise
and carry a variety of items – much like the book 
itself.  There are plenty of citations and references 
to enable readers to seek more information for 
themselves, and the enterprise was made easier with 
the involvement of helpful sources such as Wairarapa 
Archive, Waitangi Tribunal and historical Wairarapa 
newspapers.

Kristy and Ian have 
kindly donated the 
proceeds from the 
book towards The 
Gladdy News 
formatting 
costs. To get 
a copy call in 
to Paper Plus 
in Carterton, 
contact the 
Editor on the 
thegladdynews@
gmail.com or phone 
027-563-8554.
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WEDNESDAYS – ‘THE GLADDY’ LOCALS NIGHT
Every Wednesday is locals night and steak night down at 
The Gladstone Inn in Gladstone Road. $25 per steak dinner. 
Spend quality time over quality food with other locals, friends 
and family. All non-locals welcome as well! If you’re new to the 
district, pop in and say hi to Jane and Ralph – your friendly 
proprietors. 
YELLOW SIGN
To put up a community notice on Gladstone’s Yellow Sign 
contact Ali Lang on 027 676 5048. Koha towards sign 
maintenance appreciated. 
ONLINE AND PREVIOUS GLADDY NEWS NEWSLETTERS 
https://www.gladstonenz.com/ (scroll down to the archive). 
To sign up to the online newsletter send an email to 
prepressforprinting@gmail.com Some hard copies are also 
available at the Carterton library, while stocks last, or contact 
the Editor at thegladdynews@gmail.com 
DONATIONS TO THE GLADDY NEWS
To make a donation and keep local news reaching our 
community, go to https://www.gladstonenz.com/newsletters/. 
Scroll down to the ad booking list. Choose ‘Donation’ at the 
bottom of the list. This will let you choose a dollar amount 
to make a secure payment directly to The Gladdy News 
bank account. Alternatively contact the Editor by phone 
on 027-563-8554 to discuss your donation, or by email at 
thegladdynews@gmail.com. Receipts can be requested at 
the same email address.
Account name The Gladstone Project Trust. 
Account number 02-0608-0061565-001. 

Community Notices

CREDITS:
All authors assert the moral right to be identified as the author of their work.
DEADLINE FOR THE NOVEMBER 2026 ISSUE is: 5pm Thursday 15 October 2026.
Please send articles, news, notices and other contributions to:
The Gladdy News’ Editor email:  thegladdynews@gmail.com 
If it’s a proof-read article please mention the author’s name and the photographer’s name, if any.
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‘Our democracy is threatened whenever we
take it for granted.’ — Barack Obama

Now there’s a thought.. .

NOVEMBER DEADLINE 
– ALL CONTRIBUTIONS BY 
5pm THURSDAY 15 OCTOBER
thegladdynews@gmail.com
All advertising bookings, contributions, 
including copy for articles, photos 
and credits are to be in by the 
deadline. 

BOOK AND PAY FOR 
AN AD IN THE NOVEMBER ISSUE
https://www.gladstonenz.com/newsletters/

Scroll down to Advertising then select the 
month(s) and pay for your chosen spot(s).  
Upload artwork file if using. 5 spots available 
each issue at a range of prices.
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