
British & Irish Film Festival at 
THE SCREENING ROOM

Discover the finest of British and Irish cinema brought to life 
on the big screen! BIFF is coming to the Screening Room from 30th October to 19th November! Tickets on

sale from 2  October - Book now!nd

Head to thescreeningroom.co.nz

A former resident of Longbush, who readers may know, is 
Lesley Marsh. Since leaving the Gladstone district Lesley 
and fellow former resident from Longbush, Alison McKenzie 
are now helping to establish and beautify the Mānuka Street 
bush reserve in Masterton.  

Along with Alison’s husband Ian, Liz and John Waddington 
and new residents Garn and Sue Singh, whose properties 
all back onto the reserve, the group are spearheading the 
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Alfie – another important guest at a fairy dell tea party
– Mānuka Reserve in Lansdowne. Photo – Lesley Marsh.

The gentle pathway – perfect for anyone in a wheelchair or a 
buggy to enjoy a leisurely meander around Mānuka Reserve.

Photo – Lesley Marsh Continued over

development of an oasis of calm in the centre of Lansdowne 
in Masterton. Liz, John  and others have been working on 
developing the reserve since 1999.

‘Ian does a huge amount of work, and now Garn is doing 
amazing things, to keep progress happening’, said Lesley.

Since its inception the reserve has been supported by 
local community funders and groups, such as as Masterton 
District Council, Wellington Regional Council, Forest and Bird 
members, the Department of Conservation and Masterton 
Schools, Guides, Brownies, Scouts and Cubs. 

You may have visited it. Once you’ve passed the kōwhai 
trees with their yellow mantles, and the red kakabeak, you’ll 
find fairy dells – hidden but discoverable – along the path. 
Of special appeal to little ones, the reserve surprises young 
and old alike with strategically-placed surprises, including 
red-and-white spotted mushrooms, fairies, fairy houses and 



Church News
CHOIR PRACTICE 
AND CHRISTMAS 
CAROL SERVICE

It’s been another wonderful and busy year for our Longbush 
Playgroup! We continue to enjoy strong attendance and fantastic 
support from whānau within our community and beyond. This is 
a real testament to the welcoming and inclusive environment our 
playgroup is known for.
Our tamariki love the wide range of activities and equipment 
available – from bikes, scooters, the sandpit, swings, soft play, 
painting, indoor crafts, puzzles, and toys. We’re also lucky to have 
Shirley from REAP Wairarapa visit twice each term. The tamariki 
always look forward to her exciting and engaging activities, and 
we’re so grateful for REAP Wairarapa’s continued support. Another 
special visitor this year was Zappo the Magician – disguised, in the 
attached photo as a real, life-sized pirate. The tamariki were thrilled 
to meet him [it looks like they were learning ‘Pirate 101’! – Ed].

baubles hanging from trees. So very close to town and yet 
worlds away, the reserve is a peaceful, special space where 
young imaginations can run wild.
Located between Cody Crescent and Mānuka St in 
Lansdowne, the reserve is also ‘wheel-friendly’ for those 
who travel in wheelchairs and buggies. So, it’s a wonderful 
spot for introducing new family members to nature walks 
or as a gentle venture out for relatives and friends who use 
wheelchairs or live in Lansdowne Park village across the road. 
Of interest to others are the native plants in the reserve 
– especially the white lacebark flowers – or hoheria, the 
blossom of which fills the air with perfume in late summer 
and autumn. 
To keep up the reserve’s ongoing maintenance, the group 
need tōtara posts (not battens) that might be surplus to 
requirements. The posts are used to line the pathways and 
define the walking track. Being former Gladstone locals, 
Lesley, Alison and Ian know the generosity that exists in this 
community and are keen to work with local landowners to 
re-purpose the posts and help beautify the reserve for others 
to enjoy. 

If you have any tōtara posts to donate, please give one of them 
a call on 021-239-0423 (Lesley) or 027-475-2330 (Alison). And 
if you’re looking for a pleasant walk – go check out Mānuka 
Reserve in Mānuka St / Cody Cres!

Practices at the Church
	Tuesday 25 November 7pm
	Tuesday 2 December 7pm
	Tuesday 9 December 7pm
	Thursday 18 December (NOTE – CHANGE OF WEEKDAY)

CHURCH SERVICE
Sunday 21 December 5pm

Contact: Eve Buchanan – 021-445-739

A visit to Fairyland Continued

A year’s round-up article about Gladstone’s local playgroup
and photo by Abby Hayton. 

Zappo the magician, introducing the children to real pirate stuff! 

Feel free to join our Facebook page. Located at 1135 Longbush Rd.
Contact phone President 027-786-0431

To keep the environment safe and exciting for the children, earlier 
this year a working bee focused on upgrading our playground 
edging and clearing overgrown foliage. 
With additional support from the Carterton District Council, we 
now have fresh playground bark and a new front gate that allows 
better access for larger vehicles — the grounds are looking 
fantastic! 
Our committee’s current focus is on replacing the playground to 
ensure it remains safe, fun, and fit for purpose for many years to 
come.
Playgroup runs every Wednesday during term time, from 9am to 
12pm, and is organised by our dedicated playgroup committee. We 
always love welcoming new faces and encourage any whānau with 
preschool tamariki to drop in and see what we’re all about. Hot 
drinks and morning tea are provided for adults on a roster system, 
while tamariki bring their own lunchboxes and drink bottles for 
morning tea.
It’s always heart-warming to see the friendships formed among 
tamariki and whānau – connections that help make the transition 
to school life smooth and positive.

Above – Lacebark/Hoheria tree. 
Photo – available from: https://verygreengardener.com/autumn 

https://verygreengardener.com/autumn


Stalls
Plants

 Mystery Bag is a very popular stall at the Scarecrow
Fair. It is a Lucky Dip type game which attracts both

adults and children to try their luck – the stall sells out 
of bags every year!

We ask that each family donate TWO or more items
towards the stall:

One Adult friendly item (e.g. jams, chutneys, wine,
soaps, sauces)

One Child friendly item (e.g. small toys, treats,
stickers).

Please send your two items to the school office by
Friday 31st October 2025.

MYSTERY BAG

 We need potted plants for our plant stall.
Vegetable plants sell well along with garden

plants. All plants to be dropped outside the office
on Friday 7th November 2025.

 If you need potting mix or small pots please
contact Kat Wildy (ph: 022 425 7760).

Carry Bags/Boxes
 Used in many areas of the school fair in the plants/cakes/white elephant, so recycle

yours and bring them in by Friday 31st October 2025. Put on the school stage.

 Fresh eggs, vegetables, fruit, honey,
lemons, walnuts, bundles of rhubarb, jam
– all sell well at our Produce Stall. Please

drop off to Gibson Hall on Friday 7th
November 2025.

Produce

If there are any students or families
who would like to have a stall at the

fair please contact Liz Mason
(stalls@gladstone1.school.nz) and
she will be happy to set you up with

a spot on the day.
Please also spread the word far and
wide to friends and family who may
also be interested in having a stall –

this includes food stalls as we
would love the event to attract

people out for a lunch destination.

White Elephant
Garage Sale, White

Elephant & Books Time
for a clear-out! Please
bring in your surplus

items that are in good
condition—things you

would purchase yourself
from a second-hand
store. NO electrical

goods or broken items.
Drop them on the hall

stage before Friday, 7th
November 2025. Any

queries? Contact Anna
Bargh (027 213 8652).

Carry Bags/Boxes
 Used in many areas of the school fair in the plants/cakes/white elephant, so recycle

yours and bring them in by Friday 31st October 2025. Put on the school stage.

Use the work provided in bold to build as many words as 
you can. Each letter can only be used as many times as it 
appears in the main word. For example, you could build from 
COMPLICATED = PLATE, ATE, LEAP. For a fun challenge 
make as many words in te reo as you can.

D E T E R M I N A T I O N

SCARECROW FAIR

FOGS
This is our major fundraiser for the year. Funds go towards the following
things each year: hall insurance; teacher aide hours; kapa haka tutor
costs; Matific online maths subscription for all students; Nessy online
spelling subscription for all students – this is a massive $26,500 annual
contribution, all things not covered by Ministry Funding.

Whānau Contributions
Auction

Planning for the upcoming fair is in full swing! The FOGS team is
busy putting together the helpers list, ready for you to jump in and
add your name early next term – we can’t wait to have you on board!

In addition to this annual support, this year FOGS contributed $30,000 towards the Gibson Hall revamp
and $21,750 for the Archgola installation above the Ōnoke Deck. Next year we are looking to support
upgrades to key school resources and environment projects.

We are hopeful that whānau are able to
contribute the following items. Each and

every contribution is greatly
appreciated.

ASAP: Any auction-appropriate
items & contributions to Katy Post

(katy@pointdorsetinteriors.nz).

Friday 31st October 2025: 2 or
more Mystery Bag Items (1x adult +

1x child).

Friday 7th November 2025: baking;
plants; white elephant; carry bags &

produce items due.

The generosity of families and businesses
astounds us every year, and this is a great

fundraiser for our school. We would love to
hear from anyone who has offers of
Scarecrow Fair Auction items e.g.

bach/holiday house stays, services, goods
such as wine, oil, vouchers etc. Anything will

be gratefully received.

Baking
 Cakes, biscuits, loaves, slices, fudge: Our
fantastic Cake Stall needs your baking. All

baking can be dropped to the hall on
Friday 7th November 2025, or up to
Ōnoke first thing on Saturday (before

9am). This is always a great seller!
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 Scarecrow Fair – Saturday
8th November 2025 
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One Adult friendly item (e.g. jams, chutneys, wine,
soaps, sauces)

One Child friendly item (e.g. small toys, treats,
stickers).

Please send your two items to the school office by
Friday 31st October 2025.

Mystery Bag

 We need potted plants for our plant stall.
Vegetable plants sell well along with garden

plants. All plants to be dropped outside the office
on Friday 7th November 2025.

 If you need potting mix or small pots please
contact Kat Wildy (ph: 022 425 7760).
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yours and bring them in by Friday 31st October 2025. Put on the school stage.

 Fresh eggs, vegetables, fruit, honey,
lemons, walnuts, bundles of rhubarb, jam
– all sell well at our Produce Stall. Please

drop off to Gibson Hall on Friday 7th
November 2025.

Produce

If there are any students or families
who would like to have a stall at the

fair please contact Liz Mason
(stalls@gladstone1.school.nz) and
she will be happy to set you up with

a spot on the day.
Please also spread the word far and
wide to friends and family who may
also be interested in having a stall –

this includes food stalls as we
would love the event to attract

people out for a lunch destination.

White Elephant
Garage Sale, White

Elephant & Books Time
for a clear-out! Please
bring in your surplus

items that are in good
condition—things you

would purchase yourself
from a second-hand
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WEDNESDAYS –  ‘The Gladdy’ locals night
Every Wednesday is locals night and steak night down at The 
Gladstone Inn. $25 per steak dinner. Spend quality time over quality 
food with other locals, friends and family. All non-locals welcome 
as well! 
SPORTS AND SOCIAL COMPLEX AGM
The Gladstone Sports and Social Complex Special General Meeting 
to adopt our Constitution will be held at 6pm Thursday 4th December 
at The Gladdy pub.
FIREWOOD WANTED
Local firewood collection has started again. If you have surplus 
or unwanted trees or wood you want taken away, contact 
thegladdynews@gmail.com or phone 027-563-8554. Please note, 
the trees need to be already felled.
YELLOW SIGN
To put a community notice up on Gladstone’s Yellow Sign contact Ali 
Lang on 06-372-7080. Koha towards sign maintenance appreciated.
DEADLINE FOR DECEMBER ISSUE – COPY DUE 5PM THURSDAY 
20 NOVEMBER. 
Please include author’s name, photographer’s name and contact 
phone number. Send to thegladdynews@gmail.com. Online ad 
booking and payment. Next month is a larger issue (6 pages) and 
there is a spot for an extra large ad (97mm x 115mm) at $180.
https://www.gladstonenz.com/newsletters/ 
ARCHIVED NEWSLETTERS https://www.gladstonenz.com/newsletters/ 
(scroll down)
PIE FUNDRAISER
Thank you to everyone who ordered pies in support of The Gladdy 
News. It was impressive to see four large bread trays heavily laden 
with pies!
GLADDY NEWS EMAIL ADDRESS thegladdynews@gmail.com 

Community Notices

W O R D B U I L D E R

N ow there’s  a  thought . . .
Nature does not hurry, yet everything is accomplished.

– Lao Tzu

mtroyalcontracting@gmail.com
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This is our major fundraiser for the year. Funds go towards the following
things each year: hall insurance; teacher aide hours; kapa haka tutor
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spelling subscription for all students – this is a massive $26,500 annual
contribution, all things not covered by Ministry Funding.
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Planning for the upcoming fair is in full swing! The FOGS team is
busy putting together the helpers list, ready for you to jump in and
add your name early next term – we can’t wait to have you on board!

In addition to this annual support, this year FOGS contributed $30,000 towards the Gibson Hall revamp
and $21,750 for the Archgola installation above the Ōnoke Deck. Next year we are looking to support
upgrades to key school resources and environment projects.

We are hopeful that whānau are able to
contribute the following items. Each and
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appreciated.

ASAP: Any auction-appropriate
items & contributions to Katy Post

(katy@pointdorsetinteriors.nz).

Friday 31st October 2025: 2 or
more Mystery Bag Items (1x adult +
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Friday 7th November 2025: baking;
plants; white elephant; carry bags &

produce items due.

The generosity of families and businesses
astounds us every year, and this is a great

fundraiser for our school. We would love to
hear from anyone who has offers of
Scarecrow Fair Auction items e.g.

bach/holiday house stays, services, goods
such as wine, oil, vouchers etc. Anything will
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Baking
 Cakes, biscuits, loaves, slices, fudge: Our
fantastic Cake Stall needs your baking. All

baking can be dropped to the hall on
Friday 7th November 2025, or up to
Ōnoke first thing on Saturday (before

9am). This is always a great seller!

✨ Scarecrow Fair – Saturday
8th November 2025 ✨

GEOFF & BARB CROKER
Longbush, RD 4, Masterton

email: bob_barb@slingshot.co.nz
Ph: 06-372 7820

www.glenviewromneys.co.nz

http://thegladdynews@gmail.com
http://thegladdynews@gmail.com
https://www.gladstonenz.com/newsletters/ 
https://www.gladstonenz.com/newsletters/ 
http://thegladdynews@gmail.com
mailto:bob_barb@slingshot.co.nz
http://www.glenviewromneys.co.nz
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To enter simply take a photo of your design and add it to our
 Scarecreow Big Day Out Facebook page. This years theme is Careers and

Occupations. The competition will have two age categories; 
7 & under and 8-13 years. One entry per person. 

YOUR NAME: ______________________________

YOUR AGE: ________________________________

Proudly
 sponsored by:
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CREDITS:
All authors assert the moral right to be identified as the author of their work.
DEADLINE FOR THE DECEMBER 2025 ISSUE is: 5pm Thursday 20 November 2025.
Please send articles, news, notices and other contributions to:

The Gladdy News’ Editor at thegladdynews@gmail.com
If it’s a proof-read article please mention the author’s name and the photographer’s name, if any.

For advertising please contact Emma McGregor: gladstonecomplex1@gmail.com
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